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Perth Reflection
Enoshima Yacht Club Junior
Hana Zoe Perkins

A few weeks ago, 4 other optimist sailors apart
from me and one laser sailor set foot on an
airplane leading to Singapore.

However, Singapore was not where we were
actually headed. Perth was our final destination.
The reason we went to Perth was not for a
vacation (although it did feel like one), but because
we were invited, very kindly may I add, by the
Royal Perth Yacht Club to enter a regatta that
they were hosting. I was filled with lots of nerves
along with excitement.

I was very excited for entering the actual race
and going sightseeing on one of the days.

What I was most nervous about though was the
homestay.

I was nervous because I did not know what type
of people I would be staying with.

When I met the actual family that I was
accommodated by, I instantly relaxed because
they were such kind people.

I stayed with the Martelli’ s. They had two
children.

A son called Roberto who sailed in the optimist
gold fleet and a daughter called Isabella who
doesn’ t sail sadly.

On the first day of being in Australia, we arrived
at the Royal Perth Yacht Club.

Compared to the yacht club that I sail at, which
is Enoshima Yacht Club Junior, the facilities were
huge and very spread out.

After that we met our homestay families, went
home and settled in.

On the second day of being in Perth, we received
our charter boats that we were going to be using
over the weekend and set up our sails that we
brought all the way from Japan.

Over the weekend, we had the regatta and overall
out of 43 contestants in the optimist gold fleet, I
came 13th.

I remember that there were a lot of people telling
me that there were not going to be a lot of waves
in Perth since we would be sailing in a lake, but
the waves were what I was used to when I sail in
Japan.

The wind over the weekend was very weird as it
was changing a lot.

On the first day of the regatta, there was not a lot
of wind at all but towards the end of the day we
fitted many races in because the wind became
fairly strong.

On the second day, the wind was so weak in the
morning that we couldn’ t even fit in one race
before we headed back to harbour to eat lunch.
On Monday, we had a free day so we were able to
go sightseeing. In the morning we headed over to
Freemantle in which we went to see the Maritime
Museum.

After that we ate some delicious fish and chips (I
think we ordered a bit too much though because
we were not able to finish all of it).

I think Monday was one of my favourite days of
being in Perth because it was a very chill day
and I got to relax after the race as well as I got to
spend it with friends.

Overall, I think the experience of going to
Perth because of a sailing competition was an
experience I will never forget because of all the
wonderful people I met there and I also got to get
a feel of how different Australia is from Japan.

I am very lucky to have gotten this chance and I

would like to thank everyone who was a part of
making this trip enjoyable and unforgettable.

I would especially like to thank my homestay
family, the Royal Perth Yacht Club, the other
sailors I traveled to Australia with and last but
not least, Mr Onozawa.
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